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§11.19

the carriage of common emergency
messages from sources such as the Na-
tional Weather Service or local emer-
gency management offices as specified
in its EAS Local Area Plan. If it is un-
able to carry out this function, other
LP sources in the Local Area may be
assigned the responsibility as indicated
in State and Local Area Plans. LP
sources are assigned numbers (LP-1, 2,
3, etc.) in the sequence they are to be
monitored by other broadcast stations
in the Local Area.

(c) State Primary (SP) is a source of
EAS State messages. These messages
can originate from the Governor or a
designated representative in the State
Emergency Operating Center (EOC) or
State Capital. Messages are sent via
the State Relay Network.

(d) State Relay (SR) is a source of
EAS State messages. It is part of the
State Relay Network and relays Na-
tional and State common emergency
messages into Local Areas.

(e) Participating National (PN)
sources transmit EAS National, State
or Local Area messages. The EAS
transmissions of PN sources are in-
tended for direct public reception.

(f) Non-participating National (NN)
sources have elected not to participate
in the National level EAS and hold an
authorization letter to that effect.
Upon activation of the national level
EAS, NN sources are required to broad-
cast the EAS codes, Attention Signal,
the sign-off announcement in the EAS
Operating Handbook and then stop op-
erating. All NN sources are required to
comply with §11.51, 11.52 and 11.61.
They may transmit EAS State or Local
Area messages at any time without
prior notice.

§11.19 EAS Non-participating National
Authorization Letter.

This authorization letter is issued by
the FCC to EAS Participants that have
elected not to participate in the na-
tional level EAS. It states that the
EAS Participant has agreed to go off
the air or discontinue programming on
all channels during a national level
EAS message. For licensees this au-
thorization will remain in effect
through the period of the initial license
and subsequent renewals from the time
of issuance unless returned by the
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holder or suspended, modified, or with-
drawn by the Commission.

[70 FR 71033, Nov. 25, 2005]

§11.20 State Relay Network.

This network is composed of State
Relay (SR) sources, leased common
carrier communications facilities or
any other available communication fa-
cilities. The network distributes State
EAS messages originated by the Gov-
ernor or designated official. In addition
to EAS monitoring, satellites, micro-
wave, FM subcarrier or any other com-
munications technology may be used
to distribute State emergency mes-
sages.

§11.21 State and Local Area plans and
FCC Mapbook.

EAS plans contain guidelines which
must be followed by EAS Participants’
personnel, emergency officials, and Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) per-
sonnel to activate the EAS. The plans
include the EAS header codes and mes-
sages that will be transmitted by key
EAS sources (NP, LP, SP and SR).
State and local plans contain unique
methods of EAS message distribution
such as the use of the Radio Broadcast
Data System (RBDS). The plans must
be reviewed and approved by the Chief,
Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau, prior to implementation to en-
sure that they are consistent with na-
tional plans, FCC regulations, and EAS
operation.

(a) The State plan contains proce-
dures for State emergency manage-
ment and other State officials, the
NWS, and EAS Participants’ personnel
to transmit emergency information to
the public during a State emergency
using the EAS, including mandatory
messages initiated by a state governor
or his/her designee. The State plan
must specify how state-level and geo-
graphically targeted EAS messages ini-
tiated by a state governor or his/her
designee will be transmitted to all EAS
Participants who provide services in
the state, and must include specific
and detailed information describing
how such messages will be aggregated,
designated as mandatory, and delivered
to EAS Participants. State EAS plans
should include a data table, in com-
puter readable form, clearly showing
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